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Because of You

Every stream, every patch of forest, every bird protected, and every project
undertaken by Steep Rock staff and volunteers this year is because of you.
Your generosity and belief in what we can achieve together have made this
a truly extraordinary year, and we are profoundly grateful. Because of you,
lives—both human and wild—have been transformed. Families facing
financial hardships enjoyed fresh, healthy meals made possible with food
grown at Judea Garden. Hikers discovered peace and renewal on trails you
helped build and maintain. Wildlife flourished across the habitats you
saved. Our lands and waters are more resilient to the challenges faced
with a changing climate. You are doing more than giving—you are creating
a lasting impact where it matters most. To highlight the power of your
partnership, we're video showcasing some of the projects you enabled in
this e-blast. Thank you for making all this possible. We can’'t wait to see
what we'll achieve together during SRA's Centennial year in 2025. And from
all of us at Steep Rock, may your holiday season be filled with peace, joy,
love, and lots of Nature. >Watch video
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See you on our Trails,

Brian Hagenbuch, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Remnants of silo and barn foundation

Big Changes Coming

Big changes are happening at Steep Rock. If you've visited Macricostas
Preserve recently, you may have noticed we broke ground on two projects
that will help us meet the urgent, growing needs of our land and
community: The Mnuchin Family Pavilion will host outdoor conservation
education workshops, volunteer training activities, SRA events, and more
(opening Spring 2025). Nearby, we're clearing space at the Macricostas
parking lot to build Judea Garden's greenhouse and processing-distribution
center and a stewardship workshop and equipment barn—resources that
will help us grow more food, care for our trails and preserves, and deepen
our commitment to conservation. These projects are a promise to you and
to the generations who will inherit this place: we're here, we're ready, and
we're all in. We can't wait to show you what's next!



Helping Local Farms Adapt to Climate Change

Steep Rock Association was a partner organization in a CT Department of
Agriculture "Climate Smart Ag" grant awarded to the Northwest CT Land
Conservancy (NCLC). SRA enabled two Washington farms—Averill Farm
and Waldingfield Farm—to construct high tunnel hoop houses to expand
their growing season for fruits and vegetables as well as protect sensitive
crops from extreme weather events. A third farm—Foxhole Farm—was
awarded a climate assessment through the grant. To hear more about
these climate smart initiatives: >Watch video

Engaging Older Adults Outdoors

We were thrilled to have been joined by about 75 participants in our 2024
“Seniors in Steep Rock” programs. This initiative seeks to promote and
sustain a vibrant, engaged, and healthy aging population in Washington CT
and the Litchfield Hills. SRA's low-impact recreational trails serve as a vital
connection for everyone to get outdoors, learn about nature, and connect
with friends and neighbors. We are grateful for the partnership of the
Washington Senior Center as well as funding from the Pathways for Older
Adults program from Connecticut Community Foundation and look
forward to creating additional outdoor opportunities in the coming years.
Here's a brief glimpse of this year's Seniors in SR events: >Watch video

Upcoming Events

Thanks to our donors
we're able to offer these events at no cost to
participants!

12/13 - Holiday in the Depot

12/15 - Audubon Christmas Bird Count
12/19 - Winter Firepit Celebration

1/2 - Midwinter Eagle Survey Training
1/4 - Midwinter Eagle Survey
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e 1/12 - Plastics & Human Health Presentation with Jussara Lee
e 1/16 - Speaker Series: Rossiter’s Riverside Retreat with Carol
Santoleri, registration coming soon
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