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Land Preservation Accomplishments

For the Steep Rock Association, 2011 was another successful year of land
preservation. In addition to acquiring the 68.9-acre “Bronson Fields,” as
reported in the summer issue of VISTA, Steep Rock accepted land donations
from Rumsey Hall School (1.1 acres) and Tillie Laird (1.0 acre), as well

as conservation easements from Patte Doran (53.7 acres) and Dale Geurts
(10.8 acres).

The land donations from Rumsey Hall School and Tillie Laird provide Steep
Rock with contiguous land ownership from Sabbaday Lane to “Bronson Fields,”
which is now incorporated into the Hidden Valley Preserve. These critical
properties will enable Steep Rock, in the near future, to create a small satellite
parking area off Sabbaday Lane, providing hikers with easier access to the
Baldwin Knoll section of Hidden Valley.

The conservation easement donated by Patte Doran, located off River Road,

is strategically situated adjacent to other preserved properties, thereby creating
a conservation area in excess of 215 contiguous acres. This mature hardwood
forest provides an undisturbed forested buffer along two unnamed perennial
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From the Executive Director...“Taken for Granted”

The “Blizzard of October” (a.k.a. “Winter Storm Alfred”) was a
harsh reminder of just how much we tend to take for granted. If
you're like me, you don’t often think about our daily conveniences
(like heat, running water, flush toilets, and refrigeration), until you are
inconvenienced by their absence. As our society and lifestyles have
become more sophisticated, we have become pampered and depend
on an uninterrupted flow of such basic necessities. It generally takes

a climatic occurrence to snap us back to reality and remind us just
how vulnerable we truly are to external forces.

We tend to think the same way about open space and natural areas.
Too often we assume that the farm at the corner or the upland forest on
the ridge will always be there — preserving our scenic vistas, harboring
a diversity of wildlife, and protecting our cultural and natural heritage.
But, obviously, this is a myth. We must work to protect the things

we value. For the past eighty-six years, Steep Rock Association has
been working in partnership with the residents of Washington and
surrounding communities to protect the lands we treasure most. Let’s
never take this work for granted. Let’s never assume that our work is
done. Together we have embarked on a long journey. We have pledged
to preserve these precious gifts of land in perpetuity. With your
continued financial support and volunteer service, Steep Rock will

be better positioned to ensure that our open space never becomes a
convenience that we take for granted. — Steve

Steep Rock and Kirsten Peckerman Honored

The November 19th annual holiday
reception hosted by The Gunnery was an
evening of celebration and recognition.
Highlights included honoring Steep Rock
Association for its historic relationship
with The Gunnery and recognition of
Kirsten Peckerman as the recipient of
the 2011 Friend of The Green Award.

Head of School, Susan Graham
remarked “I have been impressed
throughout my twenty-one years here in
Washington by the Steep Rock Board’s
dedication to and preservation of this
precious land in its nearly natural state. And I remain ever grateful that
Gunnery faculty and students have always been welcomed.”

Kirsten Peckerman, a Trustee of both Steep Rock and The Gunnery,
was acknowledged for her philanthropy and community service.

Mrs. Graham described Kirsten as “a dear friend, a trusted colleague
and a kindred spirit.” In her remarks to the audience, Kirsten said “I was
absolutely surprised. The Gunnery and Steep Rock are very important
to the lifeblood of the Town of Washington. The Gunnery has been in
existence since 1850 and has left a mark on the Town. Steep Rock has
kept the character of Washington what it was so many years ago.”
Congratulations, Kirsten!

Pictured above, left to right: Ed White, Kirsten Peckerman and Susan Graham



Donor Dollars — Conservation at Work

Thanks to the generous support of more than
500 contributors, Steep Rock Association
enjoyed a successful Fiscal Year 2011 (which
ended September 30th). Success can be
measured in a number of ways, but from a
budgetary perspective, we successfully met
our targets, while expanding and diversifying
our membership base. Donations from
individuals like you are the lifeblood for all
nonprofit organizations, and Steep Rock’s
Board of Trustees and Staff are most
appreciative of your generosity. Ninety
percent (90%) of our income was generated
by private donors. Thank you!

In this era of financial instability and
diminishing accountability, we want you

to know how your FY 2011 contribution
supported our conservation mission. We

are pleased to report that fifty-five percent
(55%) of our $300,000 budget was directed
to the management and maintenance of our
nature preserves and the protection of private
lands through conservation easements. This
included (i) maintaining 45 miles of nature
preserve trails and four campsites for public
use; (i) enhancing wildlife habitat and species
diversity through the implementation of
natural resource management practices; (iii)
removing invasive, exotic plant species which
threaten the viability of our ecosystems; (iv)
restoring native flora; (v) negotiating two new
conservation easements encompassing 64.5
acres on private properties; and (vi) acquiring
an additional 71 acres that contribute to
Washington’s open space. These stewardship
and land-preservation expenditures reflect
Steep Rock’s core responsibilities and
conservation mission.

Administratively, FY 2011 was a year of
change, one focused on enhancing our
organizational stability and strength. This
was a critical stage in the evolution of
Steep Rock as a land trust, and it has left us
better positioned to address conservation
challenges in the future. During the year

we completed a staff transition which has
yielded a strong, cohesive team to lead
Steep Rock forward. New committees were
created to enhance our governance and
improve our community outreach initiatives.
New and stronger conservation policies

and procedures were implemented. And we
began positioning Steep Rock to pursue

accreditation from the Land Trust Alliance — the
industry seal of approval that assures our members
and conservation partners that Steep Rock is using
best management practices and is operating at the
highest ethical standards.

FY 2011 Budget Expenditures

Administration
27%

Stewardship
40%

Comm/Outreach
6%

Development
12%

Preservation
15%

Fiscal Year 2012 Goals and Challenges:

Fiscal Year 2012 is presenting Steep Rock with
many new challenges and exciting opportunities.
Several of our initiatives will include: (i)
implementing the Biodiversity Management

Plan to enhance wildlife habitat; (ii) completing

a Strategic Land Conservation Plan, which will
allow us to be more proactive in preserving lands
critical to the protection of our rivers, ridgelines,
forests, farms and wildlife; (iii) implementing a
technologically advanced program to improve

our effectiveness and efficiency in monitoring our
100-plus conservation easements; (iv) engaging
more effectively with our members and the general
public through educational programs, special
events, and other outreach initiatives; and (v)
pursuing national accreditation through the Land
Trust Alliance. Once again we have set the bar high
and hope that you will continue to partner with
Steep Rock in support of conservation by giving as
generously as possible.




Fiscal Year 2011 Donors — Thank You for Supporting Steep Rock

> 10,000+

Keith and Peggy Ann Anderson
Armstrong-Nickoll Family Foundation
Mr. Hunter Brown and

Miss Tillie Page Laird
Robert and Angie Brown
William R. and Marjorie T. Coleman
Elisha and Natalie Dyer Jr.
Hugh Frater and Kirsten Feldman
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John and Anne Herrmann, Jr.
Timothy and Stephanie Ingrassia
Michael and Jill Lloyd
Eric and Paula Madoff
Kirsten Peckerman
Eugene and Diana Elzey Pinover
Priscilla Manning Porter
Brian and Eileen Riano
Howard Rosenfeld and Sheryl Leach
Virginia S. Risley Family Fund

) $5,000 to $9,999

The Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation
William and Penelope Bardel
Howard and Jane Barnet Jr.
Ted and Hollis Clark Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Colettis
Peter and Hilary Houldin
Michael C. Jackson
Eliot and Stephanie Johnson
Charles and Jane Klein
Dan and Cynthia Lufkin and

The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation
Danny and Audrey Heffernan Meyer
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Neil and Alison Rubler
David and Abigail Pogrebin Shapiro
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Frank Adams and Valerie Friedman
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Richard and Diana Beattie

Nick Benson and Lili Dyer
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Richard and Pamela Cantor

Arthur and Linda Carter
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William and Joan Davidson

Frank and Joan Foley

Ron Garfunkel and Sande Breakstone
Dale and Lani Geurts

Joe and Joanna Gitterman

Kim Gordon

Dorothy Hamilton

The Hauser Foundation, Inc.
Gregory and Brett Heyman

Mr. and Mrs. David Hoadley

Carolyn V. Klemm

Richard Krantz and Katherine Deane

Mark Krentzman and

Caroline Vanderlip
John and Whitney Lancaster
Regine Laverge-Schade
Denis and Ann Leary
Melvyn and Janet Lewinter
Rory McAdam and Dian Griesel
Michael and Sidney McCullers
Raffiq Nathoo and Michele Balfour Nathoo
Marjorie Neuwirth
John and Anne Potter
Shellie Reade
Kristin and Michael Reed

Family Foundation
Rene Bloch Foundation
Edward and Victoria Rich
Tom and Beth Rickart
Charles Raskob and

Barbara Paul Robinson
David and Joanna Samson
John and Carol Santoleri
Martin Schneider and Debra Fine
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Seidler
Andrew Shapiro and Carolyn Setlow
Alan Shayne and Norman Sunshine
Daniel Sherr and Margaret Ferguson
Nicholas and Pamela Solley
Stephen G. Solley
Peary and B.K. Stafford
N.R. Steinman
Chick Treadway
Hedda W. von Goeben
Washington Horse Show, Inc.
Edmund and Zemma White
David and Kelly Williams

) $500 to $999

Asa Abeliovich and Erika Klauer
The Andryc Family
Jeffrey and Joan Barist
Robert and Steffi Berne
Treacy and Darcy Beyer
Elizabeth Bradley
Amanda Braverman of

endureit! multisports LLC
Elizabeth S. Brooks of Lost Acres Farm
Carlos Canal Jr. and Gay Vincent-Canal
Ms. Stuart S. Daly
Mr. and Mrs. J. Winston Fowlkes
John Garraty Jr. and Elise Frick
Murray and Susan Haber
Joseph J. Hanggi, Jr.
J. Seitz & Co.
Steven James and David Lewandowski
Donald G. Kilpatrick and Karen S. Lavine
Bill and Lesley King
Kelly Kurz
Clark and Greta Austin Lombardi
John Lyons and Susannah Gray
Phyllis J. Mills
Tom and Cynthia Mitchell
Robert and Adriana Mnuchin of

The Mnuchin Fund
Gioel Molinari

Jim and Rebecca Neary

John and Nancy Novogrod
Christopher and Whitney Raith
Robert and Virginia Reynolds
Jane Risley

Martin Rook and Richard Wallgren
Steven and Deborah Shapiro
Mitchell and Randi Solomon
Michael and Marjorie Stern

Mr. and Mrs. John Strawbridge
Douglas and Jennifer Urquhart
Lee and Cynthia Vance

Bill and Melinda vanden Heuvel
Washington Rod and Gun Club
James Worth

) $250 to $499

Dan and Stacie Allen
Robert and Laura Benn
Avi and Lisa Berg
Eric and Claudia Berg
Marc Harrison Blair and

Kimberly Langworthy Blair
Alan and Barbara Braverman
Daniel Bresnihan and Christopher Yelding
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Catlin
Matthew and Christine Cowles
Timothy and Laura Daly
David and Jane Darby
Josephine C. Dobkin
Francisco Drohojowski and

Saun Ellis Drohojowska
A.J. DuBois Jr. and Sarah Gager
Michael and Susan Eanes
Lee and Lisa Einbinder
Allen Fossbender and Christine Engel
Sherwin M. Goldman
James and Toni Krissell Goodale
Gary T. Goodrich
David and Kim Gordon
Philip Grausman and Judith Petrovich
Robert Hackney and Shauna Holiman
Calvin and Hiroko Kiiffner
Stewart and Leila Larsen Klein
Diana Dyer Knoblauch and Family
Steven and Dot Law
George Mack and Kerry McEntee
Ron and Linda Mandle
Paul Manson and Jeanne Coppola
Phil and Susan Markert
Georgianna Middlebrook
The Millingtons
Neil A. and Jennifer Mitchell
Steven Paggioli and Olaf Soltau
Michael and Eliza Paolucci
Henry and Marion Pennell
Edward and Laura Nafis Pennington
Raymond and Mary Suzanne Reich
David Resnick and Catherine Klema
Madeline Revere
Mary J. (Polly) Roberts
Joe and Diana Rowan
Lon Rubackin and Sharon Sternheim
Angus and Dottie Jo Sauer



)> $249 AND UNDER

Jim and Donett Aaby

Richard and Patricia Abrams
Mary E. Adams

Margaret P. Addicks

Heather Allen

Phyllis Allen

Allen and Coralene Allured
Louis Altschul and Joseph Simo
Ky Anderson

Rolf Anderson

Norma K. Anson

Sheila M. Anson

Ellen Antonelli

Charlotte P. Armstrong

William Arnold

Peter and Denise Arturi

George and Judith Auchincloss
Mark Averill

Sam and Susan Averill

Lawrence and Sheri Babbio

John and Nancy Babington

Paul Baiocchi and Anne Maitland
Martha D. Baldwin

Linda Banks

Paxton Barnes and Andrew Schiff
Robby Barnett and Susan Mandler
Alexandra Bastian

Raymond and Roberta Beech
Aviva Belsky

Marie H. Bender

Bruce and Deborah Bennett
Edward and Rebecca Bent

Philip Bergson

Randy and Sheila Bernard
Marko Beznosiuk

Flora Biddle

Rose Mary Biegger

Gavin and Brita Lombardi Bishop
George and Barbara Blake
Duane and Dora Blinn

Stephen and Christine Boies
Carol Bonci

Scott and Gretchen Bradshaw
Randall and Reggie Breeckner
Estelle S. Bronson

Howard Bronson

Rolf Brunner and Jessica Wang
Mrs. Graham M. Brush

Jean Ann Burr

Ann M. Burton

Virginia Farr Byerly

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Califano, Jr.
Camps Awosting and Chinqueka
Peter Canoni and Fritzie Updegraph
Michael Caroe

Corey and Jennifer Chandler
Clark J. Chapin

Jean D. Chapin

Janet Chenery

Ron and Nancy Chute

Kenyon and Manny Clark
Morris and Patricia Clark

Ann Clifford

Michael and Nelly Condon

Joel Confino and Lisa Alter
Jane A. Conn

David and Nora Connolly
Robert and Tal Copen

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Costello
Frederick and Christina Cowles
Jorge and Hilary Criollo
Arthur Patrick Curran

Ann Dahl

Paula A. Daigneault

Marie Dam

Richard Dana

Roger Danford and Richard Higgins
Ken and Gina Daniel

John P. Davidson

Naomi Judith Davidson

Elliott and Karen Davis

Mary Davis

Amy DeLuca

Michael and Betsy DeLuca
The Demeo Family

Michael Dennis and Katherine Wenning

Larry and Liz Dexheimer

Bob and Dotsie Doran

Colette Smith Douglas

Brian Duda and Kim Tester

Jack and June Dunbar

Brad and Donna Dutcher
Margaret F. Duus

W. Russ Elgin

John Endicott

John and Karen Erickson
Donald and Marlene Etherington
Laura Evans

Noel and Starr Evans

Phil and Gretchen Farmer

Eric and Wendy Federer

Edward and Carol Fedor
Norman Feinberg

Stephanie Fenwick

Bob and Sally Feuerberg

Jules Finker and Danielle Baechle
John and Margot Finnegan
Andrew Flatt and Richard Lorenti
Brendan Foulois and Julie Loughran
Patricia J. Fowler

Paul and Linda Frank

Jane Fredrikson

David Freeman

Arthur and Cookie Frumkes
John Funk and Theodosia Grayson
Rod and Sidney Funston

Ray and Maryellen Furse

Carol Fyfield

Anita Gellella

Larry and Bailey Gendron

Fred and Dinny Genung

Ethan Geto and Michele de Milly
Lisa Gifford

Ralph Gifford

Richard Giles

David and Camille Gillespie
Jonathan and Arlene Glantz
Daniel and Deborah Glass

Lynn Gogolya

Good Hill Mechanical Contractors, Inc.

Zack and Julie Goodyear
Harold and Roberta Gootrad
Judie Gorra

Michael and Michelle Gorra
Gregory and Wendy Gosfield
James and Susan Graham, Jr.
William H. Graves 111

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Gray
Doug and Mary Anne Greene
James and Ene Riisna Greenfield
John and JoAnne Greenwood
Edward and Helen Griffiths
Rob and Ginnie Grossman

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Haas

Bob and Kate Hamblet

Betsy H. Hanning

Diana Hardee

Ted and Ivy Harrington

John and Carol Harrison

Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Hart
Jean Hazelton

Eileen Hearn

Minna Hebert

Kenneth and Audrey Hecken
Richard M. Heffernon

Jean Hellyer

Jean Van Sinderen Henry

Bob and Betty Hinckley

Ken and Josie Hipp

Greg and Scotty Hoffman

Tom Hollinger and Kathy Coe
Scott Holmes

Miriam M.L. Holst-Grubbe

Bill and Nancy Houldin

Derek and Helen Hughes
Richard and Katherine Ann Hunt
Dennis Hussey

Joanne Jacobson

Elliot and Roslyn Jaffe

Drs. Robert and Ruth Jaffe
Susan L. Jahnke

Norman and Sandra Jellinghaus
Eric and Elizabeth Jones

Ron Jones

Sheila Josephson

Loren Kahn

Peter and Karin Karp

Donald and Susan Katz

Pierce M. Kearney and Ann Kearney-Dutton
David Keating

Stewart Kellerman and Patricia T. O’Conner
Jim and Joanne Kelly

Larry and Susan Kessler

Eben Kimball of Kimball’s Farriers, Inc.
Louise W. King

Charles Kinney

Colin and Rita Knudsen

Gene and Barbara Kohn

Lew and Sharon Korman

Paul H. Krauss III

Charles and Judy LaMuniere
Hendrick J. Laverge

Jerry and Judith Lerman
Richard D. Lester

Mrs. Marilyn Lieff

Joseph and Kathleen Linley (continued)
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John and Leslie Lintner

The Littlefield Family

Robert Lockhart and Mary Adams
Michael and Ann Loeb

Bonnell Lombardi

Elaine Luckey

Robert MacDonald

Phillip and Anne MacFarland
John Adams Magee

Bob and Mallie Mandel

Paul Manfredi

Ecton and Betsy Manning

John and Ingrid Manning

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Manzi
Peter and Laureen Marcucio
Valerie Materne

Edwin and Patricia Matthews
Anne Mc Alinden

Winifred P. McDowell

Linda McGarr

Sharon Wyant McGuire

Amy McIntosh

Elizabeth McKee

Christopher McManus

Bill and Elsie McTiernan

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Mead
Michael Meagher

Elizabeth T. Meeker

Harold A. Meyer Jr.

Thomas M. Meyer

Henry T. and Katharine Mowbray Michie
Arthur M. Miller and Roberta B. Connolly
Cyrus W. Miller

Dwight Miller

Serge Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Minor

John and Amy Moisan

Margaret Molina and Christine Thomas
Mark and Cathy Soukup Montana
April M. Montgomery

Prudence M. Montrezza

Laurie Mosley

Mr. and Mrs. Burton T. Mowbray
Elizabeth and Eileen Mullen

Rob Muller of Merwins Art Shop
The Mulvehill Family - Lake Waramaug
Chris and Marlene Mumford

Mr. and Mrs. George Murdock
Mark Murzin and Kris Knoernschild
Robert D. Mustin

J. Stephanie Nam

Ramzi and Suzanne Nassar
Margaret Neimeth

Paul and Christine Nussbaum

Mr. and Mrs. J. O’Brien
Margarette O’Brien

Mr. and Mrs. Hayden T. O’Connor
John and Judy Olear

Donald and Lillian Olmstead

Bob and Doreen Orciari

Alan Organschi and Lisa Gray
Diego Orlanski and Susan Levitt
Kerry O’Toole

Lawrence and Carol O'Toole

Lynn Padgett

The Pantry, Inc.

Bob and Sandy Papsin

Flyer Candy Bar Company
Peter and Denise Pasch

John and Susan Payne

Sally Gooch Paynter

Phil and Sarah Payson

Moses Pendleton

Art and Liz Peterson

Bill and Judi Platt

Joe and Janet Polizzotto
Barbara Hamilton Porter

Peter and Janet Poskas

Ron Potter

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Potter
James T. Prado

Laverne Prager

Alexander and Drika A. Purves
Erik Quist

John and Pam Quist

Luke Rettler

David and Sally Reynolds
Harold W. Rhodes

Mrs. Robert C. Rives

Addie Roberts

George P. Roberts

David Robinson and Margie Field
Torrance Robinson and Laurel Watts
Matthew Roselli and Janet Lowry
David Y. Rosenstock and Ginger Grace
Michael and Martha Rosenthal
Peter and Gaila Rossiter
Thomas W. Rossiter

Emery and Jane Roth II

Mark and Sharon Ruchman
Rumsey Hall School

Erica Ryland and Sarah Jenkins
Arthur and Mary Sachs
Stephen Saxl and Alice Naude
Beth and Maddy Schiffer

Franz and Beth Schober

David and Gail Scribner

Carole Scroggs

Mr. and Mrs. John Seacord
Richard and Patricia Sears
Greg and Wendy Seeley

Betty Seideman

Sarah A. Shepard

Aaron and Tammy Sherman
Lance Sherman and Susan Buckley
Mark and Charlene Showalter
Vicki Silver

Nancy L. Skilton

Randall D. Slack

Christopher and Marlene Smith
Lane Smith and Molly Leach
Murray and Susan Smith
Robert and Helen Smith

Ron and Janet Smith

Scott H. Smith

Tyler and Averil Smith

William H. Smith

Mark and Mary Glynn Snow
Ben and Audrey Solnit

Richard Sonder and Susan Monserud

Caroline Reid Sorell

Clarence Stamey

Ed Stamey

Sam Stamey

Mark Stansberry

Jack and Charmian Stephenson
Missy Stevens

Drew and Rebecca Stichter
George and Joan Streib

Jean E. Suddaby

Marie Swanson

Deborah H. Swigart

The Taft School

Peter and Diana Tagley
Carolyn H. Taylor

Thomas Taylor

Richard J. and Claire H. Thomas
John and Nathalie Thompson
Tom and Ann Tibbatts

Terry and Wanda Tiernan

Tim Tierney

Scott Tilden and Cheryl Anderson
Mrs. William Tripp

Bob and Addie Troup

Richard E. and Susan B. Turner
Ann Ulanov

Robert and Suzanne Ullram
Ray and Carol Underwood
Hiram Upson

Dolores Vecchiarelli

Barry and Debra Volante
Stephen and Susan Wadelton
Burnley C. Wadsworth

George and Barbara Walberg
Ellen Walin

Robert and Ellen Walin
Washington Food Market
Washington Garden Club
Washington Liquor Store
Washington Parks and Recreation
John and Jean Waterhouse
Maire Watkins

Malcolm and Donna Wattman
William H. Wehrhahn

Joshua Weiner

Peter and Kathie Weisman
Abby N. Wells

Dave and Sue Werkhoven
Nancy Lasar of West Wing Studio, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Whitehead
Frances Whitehead

Dolly Whitney

Robert and Diane Willams

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Williams
Doug Williams and Andrea Csizmadia
Ella H. Williams

Evelyn A. Williams

Stephen and Ellen Williams
Cynthia Williamson

Willow Brook Farms, LLC
D.C.0. Wilson

Dorothy M.S. Wilson

Robert and Rita Wilson

Robert Winkler

Peter and Barbara Wodtke
Richard and Roberta Wool



> $249 AND UNDER (continued)

William W. Worcester and
Shulamit Najma Kadosh

Billie Worthington

Eugene and Susan Bishop Wrabel

Edward and Barbara Wright

Harry and Darby Wright

Cherra Wyllie

Charles K. Wynn, Jr.

Tom and Patti Yamin

K. Zaima

Townsend and Julie Ziebold

Calvin and Mary R. Zinick

Edward R. Zumpf

> GIFTS IN HONOR OR
MEMORY OF

Joanna Cook Chess Bergson
Jane Darby and Family

Roy Law

Rosemarie Lombardi
Priscilla Manning Porter
Jean Potter

George W. Ward

New Volunteer Coordinator

After many years of coordinating Steep Rock’s volunteer initiatives,
Natalie Dyer has decided to take a well-deserved rest. During her
tenure, Natalie did an outstanding job of coordinating the efforts of
trail monitors, implementing trail workdays, and scheduling school
groups to assist with trail maintenance projects and the removal

of invasive species. Thank you, Natalie for your dedication and
perseverance!

We are pleased that Whitney Raith has agreed to step into this
important role as Steep Rock’s point person for all volunteer projects.
As a trail monitor, volunteer, and long-time supporter of Steep Rock,
Whitney has been very involved over the years in numerous volunteer
projects. In addition to Whitney stepping into the coordinator role,
the entire volunteer program is being reorganized and expanded in
an effort to engage our members and the Washington community
more fully in Steep Rock endeavors. For additional information
about volunteer opportunities, please visit the Steep Rock website at:
www.steeprockassoc.org. If you would like to become a volunteer,
please contact Whitney Raith at steeprock.whitney@gmail.com.

EARLY SNOW
WREAKS HAVOC

The heavy wet snow deposited by Winter
Storm Alfred on October 29th turned
nature preserve trails into obstacle
courses. The ground, still saturated

from the rains of Hurricane Irene, could
not support the pressure from suddenly
snow-laden tree trunks and leafed-out
branches. Uprooted trees toppled and
limbs snapped, cascading debris through
the canopy to the forest floor below.
Most of Steep Rock’s 45 miles of trails
were severely impacted and became
impassable. However, through the daily
efforts of Steep Rock’s land manager,
Clark Gifford, with assistance from
Trustees and volunteers, most of our
trails have been cleared and reopened for
public access. Thanks to all who rallied
to our plea for help!



Conservation Easement Monitoring Enhancements

Steep Rock is embarking on a new project that will
provide GPS mapping of all easement boundaries.
When completed, this mapping will make our
conservation easement monitoring more efficient
and accurate, as well as make it conform better to
the Land Trust Alliance’s Land Trust Standards and
Practices. With the assistance of a $2,000 grant
from the Connecticut Land Trust Challenge Fund,
administered by the Connecticut Land Conservation
Council in partnership with the Land Trust Alliance,
we have hired a private consultant to begin this
multi-year project. Steep Rock currently holds

conservation easements on 2,645 acres, and has

GPS mapping data on 651 easement acres (25%).
The first phase of this project, to be completed by
mid-summer, will map an additional 660 acres of
easement boundaries, raising our total GPS mapping
to 1,311 acres (50%). Pending additional funding, we
anticipate completing the mapping of the remaining
backlog of easements within two years. Henceforth,
the boundaries of all newly acquired easements

will be GPS mapped as part of the baseline
documentation process.

www.steeprockassoc.org

¥6L90 LD
jodo uojuIysep
[ 1# g
avd
ageysod ‘SN
uoneziuesiQ
JJoId-uoN

Jaded pajaAdal uo pajund st v SIA

1apjoyxog 1o uoujeq [e}sod

¥6/90 1D ‘1odsQ uojSuiysepn NOILVIDOSSV

6/¢C X0g Od
UOI3RID0SSY Y00y dadlg






