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   These are just a few of the complaints: 
 Steep Rock staff person bitten in an unprovoked 

attack; owner unable to catch dog after incident. 
 Roaming groups of three and four unleashed dogs.  
 Graffiti on ledge along ridgeline praising a “woof” 

club.  
 Two incidents of large dogs growling and attempt-

ing to bite a small dog ; threatening owner who 
picked up small dog to protect it; owner of aggres-
sive dog claimed owners of small dog shouldn’t be 
in the Preserve. 

 Groups (3-5) of dogs seen running over  
      agricultural field; owners not in sight. 
 Dogs observed hunting on the ridgeline; owners 

unable to retrieve them. 
   In 1999, in response to many complaints,               
including complaints of so-called friendly dogs       
accosting hikers, we posted notices at all entrances to 
Steep Rock and Hidden Valley. The wording  on the 
signs was based on that found in the CT  State  Stat-
utes, reminding dog owners that their dogs should be 
under their control.  
   In 2001 dog problems arose again, including an 
incident in Hidden Valley wherein a small dog was 
attacked and killed by a large dog. In this case     nei-
ther dog was on a leash. At that time Steep Rock’s 
Stewardship and Trails Committee warned that con-
tinuing  complaints would necessitate a rule requiring 
all dogs be leashed . 
   By 2002 dog problems had not subsided and  
incidents and complaints were increasing. Acting on a 
recommendation from the Stewardship committee, the 
Board of Trustees reluctantly voted (on March 23, 
2002) that dogs must be leashed when in the  Steeep 
Rock and Hidden Valley Preserves. Signs were posted 
at all  entrances to the Steep Rock and Hidden Valley       
Preserves.  
  At Macricostas, there are currently no signs stating 
Steep Rock’s policy that dogs must be leashed at all 
times. In this newest of our Preserves we expected dog 
owners to act responsibly and keep their dogs under 

American Woodcock. There are several nesting pairs of these 
state listed birds at Macricostas. They’ve been observed in and 

around the information board by the trailhead. 

   From a biological standpoint, Macricostas  is our 
most diverse preserve. Two state-listed birds found 
there—the ground  nesting Woodcock and Savannah 
Sparrow, are particularly susceptible to disturbance by 
dogs. Other migratory species such as Bobolinks in-
habit the grassy fields. There are             innumerable 
other nesting species that can suffer from unleashed, 
roaming dogs.  The Baltimore Checkerspot, while not 
a listed butterfly species is rare throughout CT, and  
colonies of the caterpillars feed on Turtlehead plants 
in the wet areas along portions of the boardwalk.  

Portions of 

CT Statute Sec. 22-364    
 
 (a) No owner or keeper of any dog shall allow such 
dog to roam at large upon the land of another and not 
under control of the owner… Violation of any  
provision of this subsection shall be an infraction. 
   (b) Any owner or keeper of any dog who, knowing 
of the vicious propensities of such dog and having  
violated the  provisions of subsection (a) of this sec-
tion within the preceding year, intentionally or reck-
lessly violates the provisions of subsection (a) of this 
section shall be fined not more than one thousand 
dollars or imprisoned not more than six months, or 
both…” 

Dogs a Problem  
At Macricostas 

Dramatic Rise in Reported Incidents 



   The Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) is an exotic pest 
threatening a wide variety of hardwood trees in North 
America. Adults are large (0.75 - 1.50 inches long) 
with very long black and white banded antennae.  The 
body is glossy black with irregular white spots.  The 
beetle has been introduced into New York City, Chi-
cago, New Jersey and most recently Worcester, Massa-
chusetts. Adults can be seen from late spring to fall 
depending on the climate.   
   ALB attacks and kills many hardwood trees, such as 
maple, elm, horsechestnut, ash, birch, poplar, willow 
and many more.  ALB could significantly disrupt the 
forest ecosystem if it became established over a large 
area.   
The US Federal government is trying to eradicate this 
species primarily for two reasons: 
If it becomes established it could significantly impact 
natural forests and urban environment, with an       
estimated death toll of 1.2 billion trees if it spread  
nationwide. 
   Some steps that have been taken to eliminate the 
ALB include: 
Quarantines. Quarantines have been established 
around infested areas to prevent accidental spread of 
ALB by people. 
Infested trees cut, chipped and burned. All infested 
trees are being removed, chipped in place, and the 
chips are being burned. The stumps of infested trees 
are ground to below the soil level. All tree removal is 
done by certified tree care personnel to ensure that the 
process is completed properly. 
Insecticide treatments. Research is underway to deter-
mine the effectiveness of certain insecticides against 
ALB. Insecticidal treatments have begun in New York 
and Chicago in hopes of preventing and containing 
infestations.  
Extensive surveys. All host trees on public and private 
property located within an established distance from 
an infested area are surveyed by trained personnel. 
Infested areas are re-surveyed at least once per year for 
3-5 years after the last beetle or infested tree is found.  
 
Editor’s note: Information for this article was gleaned 
from several online sources, including  UVM Entomol-
ogy Research Laboratory, USDA National Invasive 
Species Information Center and Wikipedia. The  
photos were found on the US Forest Services website, 
Northeastern Area 

Asian long horned beetle (ALB) 
Anoplophora glabripennis 

Asian longhorned beetle 
A Threat to our Forests 

Larval exit hole, 3/8/ inches in diameter 

Boxelder tree killed by ALB.  
Bark has fallen off revealing larval galleries and exit hoes. 



2010 Land Trust Alliance 
Rally in Hartford 

   This year’s LTA Rally will be held Oct. 2-5 in  
Hartford. The Rally is also known as the National Land  
Conservation  Conference.  It is the largest   confer-
ence of its kind in the country, attended by more than 
1800 land trust staff, volunteers, seasoned profession-
als, agencies, and others from all 50 states, Canada, 
South America and beyond.   
 This four-day  program consists of exciting field trips 
planned by  local conservation groups;  high-quality 
educational sessions presented by prominent, experi-
enced course leaders; inspirational keynote speakers. 
Special events are sprinkled throughout the program, 
as well as exhibits and numerous     networking op-
portunities. 
   Look for more information on LTA’s website: lta.org. 

   On April 29, 2010 at 5 pm, the Washington Garden 
Club, Washington Environmental Council and The 
Steep Rock Association invite you to attend an Open 
Meeting to learn about the Asian longhorned beetle 
and its serious threat to our environment. Rose Hiskes  
from the Entomology Department at the CT Agricul-
tural Experiment Station in New Haven will be the 
featured speaker. 
   The program will take place in the Judea Parish 
House at the First Congregational Church, Washing-

Asian Longhorned Beetle  
Program Sponsored by 

Garden Club, WEC, Steep Rock  
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   The Connecticut Culture and Tourism Commission 
recently awarded the Institute for American Indian 
Studies (IAIS) a  grant to conduct an archeological   
reconnaissance survey at the Macricostas Preserve.       
   Under the direction of Dr. Lucianne Lavin, Director 
of Research and Collections at the Institute, several 
test holes were dug near the Meeker House. Found        
artifacts were removed, cleaned and brought to the  
Institute for further study and documentation. 
   The field and lab crew consisted mainly of  under-
graduate and graduate students with anthropology 
backgrounds.  Several members of the Insti-
tute's recently formed Litchfield Hills Archaeology 
Club also participated. 
   We hope to publish the report of the findings in our 
next issue of VISTA. 

Dig at Macricostas 
Institute for American Indian Studies 



Annual Membership Drive 
Please Join Us! 

   We’re halfway through our Annual Membership 
Drive. Please consider becoming a member of Steep 
Rock. We rely on Membership contributions for more 
than 80% of our operating budget. We receive no 
funding from the town or the state. Without these 
contributions we cannot fulfill our stewardship 
obligations, which increase with every passing year. 
Mail your check to: 

Steep Rock Association 
P.O. Box 279 

Washington Depot, CT 06794 
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Steep Rock’s Birthday  
85 in 2010 

   Events to celebrate are being planned, the big one 
being the Annual Picnic on Saturday, September 11. 
Check our website for regular updates. 

Northern Goshawk (Accipter gentilis) . Isidor Jeklin photograph, 

Spring Means Goshawks 
   March and April herald the arrival of spring and also 
the increased activity of our resident Goshawks. We 
have at least one pair each in Hidden Valley and Steep 
Rock. Goshawks are year round residents. They are 
aggressive during their breeding season which is from 
early spring through mid to late summer. 
   Please report any early sightings to us. When we 
know they have become active we will close  trails.  
Help us protect these important birds by staying off 
the closed trails. 
   The Hidden Valley Goshawks have nested in the 
same general area — on the  top of the ridgeline along 
the west side of  the river, often called the Bee Brook 
area— for many years.  
   Steep Rock’s Goshawks have nested on the section 
of the yellow trail between the Hauser Bridge and the 
top of Steep Rock. 

www.steeprockassoc.org 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



