
  
 

The Steep Rock VISTA Fall 2008                  

Drained Wigwam Reservoir .  

Shepaug River Update New President & 
Chairman of the Board 

   Steep Rock�s Annual Trustee Meeting in May 
brought many changes to the Board.    
   Ed White, longtime Trustee and Chair of Steep 
Rock�s Stewardship Committee was elected Presi-
dent. Ed served 6 years on the Board, starting in 
1996, and returned to the Board in 2003. During that 
time the was Chairman of the Steep Rock�s Stew-
ardship  
Committee. 
   John Herrmann was elected Chairman of the 
Board. John was first elected as a Trustee in 1990 
and served six years at that time. He was Vice 
President for      several years and returned recently 
to take up the   position of Chairman of the Board . 
John has been an active member of Steep Rock�s 
Preservation Committee and is also the longtime 
Chair of the Investment Committee. 
   New Trustees elected were Michael Lloyd, Mark 
Lyon. Gene Pinover, John Quist, and Andy Shapiro. 
   Ed praised outgoing President Mike Jackson and  
Chairman of the Board John Millington for their 
many     accomplishments and long time devotion to 

New President Ed White congratulates outgoing  
President Mike Jackson at the Trustees� Annual Meeting.  

Outgoing Chairman of the Board John Millington  
is in the background. 

   The reservoir level in the Wigwam Reservoir has 
been lowered for drying and installation of the new 
pipeline through the reservoir bottom (see below).  
   Test pits have been dug along the new pipeline 
route to check for conditions. Work is expected to 
continue there this week. A majority of the proposed 
new equipment has been approved. 

   Work at the Shepaug Reservoir is under way. The 
new drain gate valves have been ordered and work 
on Peter's Dam continues. Grouting on the down-
stream face is complete and grouting on the up-
stream face has begun. New electrical lines have 
been installed from Peter's Dam to the gate house. 
Forming is under construction for the new weir (see 

Construction at Peter�s Dam, below the Shepaug Reservoir 



   What is purple loosestrife? Purple loosestrife 
(Lythrum salicaria) is an introduced perennial weed 
that aggressively invades wetland habitats, destroy-
ing these valuable ecosystems and reducing the di-
versity of native plants. Purple loosestrife plants can 
grow up to 10 feet tall and produce as many as 50 
stems on a single plant. The leaves are opposite, 
lance-shaped and are directly attached to the stiff, 4-
sided stems. Purple flowers are borne on tall spikes 
from July through September each year. One ma-
ture purple loosestrife plant may produce up to2.5 
million seeds each year. 
Where does purple loosestrife grow? In Connecticut, 
purple loosestrife is found in wet, sunny areas in 
every county in the state. Typical wetland habitats 
for this noxious weed include river and stream 
banks, wet meadows and fields, flood plains, ponds, 
lakes, marshes, and disturbed areas such as road-
sides and construction sites.  
Is purple loosestrife a naturally-occurring plant? No. 
Purple loosestrife was originally from Europe and 
was introduced into the U.S. and Canada in the 
early 1800s. It is not a native, or naturally-occurring 
plant in Connecticut or any part of the U.S. but is 
considered an introduced, or exotic, species. 
Why is purple loosestrife a problem? When purple 
loosestrife made its way over to America from 
Europe in the 1800s, all of the beneficial insects that 
kept the loosestrife population under control in 
Europe were left behind. As purple loosestrife began 
to invade wetland habitats in the U.S., it aggres-
sively took over areas where cattails, sedges, 
rushes, and many other native plant species were 
growing. Purple loosestrife has since eliminated 
many of these native plants, which are so important 
to animals as a food source, for nesting materials 
and to provide protection for birds, muskrats, turtles 
and other species.  

How can purple loosestrife be controlled? Young 
purple loosestrife plants can be pulled by hand, as 
long as the entire plant and the roots are removed 
completely. Mowing or hand-pulling older, larger 
plants or applying herbicides is more difficult, expen-
sive, and may only be a temporary remedy to control 
purple loosestrife in wetland areas. Do not plant pur-
ple loosestrife in your garden. See Figure 2. Biologi-
cal control is the only long-term solution to manage 
purple loosestrife infestations and reduce popula-
tions of this invasive weed. In 1996, Connecticut be-
gan introductions of beneficial insects into several 
wetland areas to begin controlling purple loosestrife 
and restore the quality of these wildlife habitats. The 
introduction of beneficial insects is part of a national 
purple loosestrife biological control program that be-
gan in the U.S. in 1992. 
This information and much more can be found on the CT DEP 

Purple Loosestrife 

These students from Joan Macsweeney�s Shepaug Middle 
School 6th grade class are participating in a program sponsored 

by the Washington Environmental Council. They are about to 
release loosestrife eating beetles at the Macricostas Preserve. 
The beetles were grown under netting on a loosestrife plant. 

Galarucella pusilla, the loosestrife eating beetle.  
Observed on a loosestrife plant at Macricostas. 



 Members of the Steep Rock Association 
Fiscal Year October 1, 2007 to September 30, 2008 

We are most grateful to the following members for their support during our last fiscal year . 
Joe & Ruth Abdella 
Lou & Kay Abella 
Richard & Patricia Abrams 
Louis & Anne Abrons Foundation 
Mrs. Walter B. Addicks 
Richard & Frannie Aeschliman 
Ruth M. Alex 
John & Phyllis Allen 
Daniel & Stacie Allen 
Allen & Kate Allured 
Joan & Howard Amron 
Chris & Valerie Andersen 
Ken Anderson 
Peggy & Keith Anderson 
Anonymous (10) 
Norma K. Anson 
Sheila M. Anson 
James & Patricia Appleyard 
Charlotte P. Armstrong 
Denise & Peter Arturi 
Jane & Michael Athas 
Susan & Sam Averill 
Lucy & Ralph Averill 
Mark Averill 
John & Nancy Babington 
Danielle Baechle & Jules Finker 
Peter Bakstansky and Georgia 
Steele 
Abdo N. F. Ballester 
Penny & Bill Bardel 
Joan & Jeffrey Barist 
Jane & Howard Barnet 
Robby Barnett & Susan Mandler 
Matthew & Greta Basile 
Dick & Diana Beattie 
David Behnke & Paul Doherty 
Mrs. George A. Bender 
Robert & Laura Benn 
Lili Dyer 
Rebecca & Ted Bent 
Jayne Bentzen & Benedict 
Silverman 
Avi & Lisa Berg 
Randy & Sheila Bernard 
Amy & Craig Bibb 
Judy Black 
Marc & Kimberly Blair 
Barbara & George Blake 
Mr. & Mrs. C. D. Blinn 
Stephen & Christine Boies 
Jane & John Boyer 
Vincent & Rosemarie Brancato 

Susan Branson 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Braverman 
Randall & Reggie Breeckner & Family 
Anne Briglia 
Barbara Brinton 
Lisa S. Brooks 
Susanne Brose and Larry Bell 
Angie & Robert Brown 
Rolf A. Bruner & Jessica Wang 
Mrs. Graham M. Brush, Jr. 
Susan Buckley & Lance Sherman 
Ann M. Burton 
Mr. & Mrs.Frederick Byerly 
The Camera's Eye 
Don & Holly Camp 
Darcy Campbell 
Carlos & Gay Canal 
Peter Canoni & Fritzie Updegraph 
Randall Carlson 
Michael Caroe 
Cathy & Andrew Carron 
Dundeen & Dan Catlin 
Central Coast Paulownia 
Jean D. Chapin 
Alan J. Chapin 
Bob and Diane Chase 
Janet Chenery 
Alexander Chernoff 
Kenyon and Manny Clark 
Hollis & Ted Clark 
Bill and Ann Clifford 
William R. & Marjorie T. Coleman 
Nelly & Michael Condon 
Joel Confino & Lisa Alter 
Jane Conn 
Roberta B. Connolly & Arthur M. Miller 
Barbara Ann & David S. Cook 
Jeanne Coppola & Paul Manson 
Betsy Corrigan 
Nancy & Fred Costello 
Christine and Matthew Cowles 
Arthur Patrick Curran 
Ms. Stuart S. Daly 
Nina M. Dana 
Roger Danford &  Richard Higgins 
Tom & Betty Daniels 
John P. Davidson 
Joan & William Davidson 
Elliot & Karen Davis 
Mary & George Davis 

Florence S. Day 
Amy DeLuca 
David and Alice DeMeo 
Michele deMilly & Ethan Geto 
Phil & Diana deVries 
Liz & Larry Dexheimer 
Josephine Dobkin 
Dotsie & Bob Doran 
Paul Douglas 
Joseph A. Doyle 
Faith & Howard Drucker 
Peter Duchin 
Jack & June Dunbar 
Brad & Donna Dutcher 
Richard  Dutton 
Margaret F. Duus 
Natalie & Elisha Dyer 
Eagle Electric  
Susan & Michael Eanes 
Ebner Camps, Inc.  
Lisa & Lee Einbinder 
W. Russ Elgin 
John Endicott 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Etherington 
Noel & Starr Evans 
Bill & Martha Fairbairn 
Gretchen & Philip Farmer 
Pat Farrell 
Wendy & Eric Federer 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Fedor 
Kirsten Feldman & Hugh Frater 
Jim Feltman 
Stephanie Fenwick 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Field 
Arnold & Roberta Fink 
The First National Bank of Litchfield 
Ellen Fitzgerald & Jean Fitzgerald 
The Fitzpatrick Family 
Michael Flynn 
John J. Flynn, Jr. 
Dr. Allen Fossbender 
Agnes Foulois 
Elizabeth R. Rea 
Patricia Fowler 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Winston Fowlkes 
Linda & Paul Frank 
David Freeman 
Valerie Friedman 
Sidney & Rod Funston 
Raymond & Maryellen Furse 

Carol Fyfield 
Ronald Garfunkel & Sandra Breakstone 
Anita Gellella 
Frederick & Diana Genung 
Gypsy Gifford 
Ralph Gifford 
Lisa Gifford 
David & Camille Gillespie 
Joe & Joanna Gitterman 
Arlene & Jonathan Glantz 
Deborah & Daniel Glass 
Devereux Glenholme 
Sherwin M. Goldman 
Julie & Zack Goodyear 
Harold Gootrad 
David & Kim Gordon 
Joanna Buxton Gormley 
Judie Gorra 
The Gorra Family 
M. Roy Gosse 
Jim & Susan Graham 
Philip Grausman & Judith Petrovitch 
Wallace Gray 
Mary Anne & Doug Greene 
Gloria & Marty Greenstein 
John & JoAnne Greenwood 
Anthony and Helen Lorraine Griffiths 
Margaret Grimes 
The Gunnery School 
Steve and Holly Haas 
Murray & Susan Haber 
Robert Hackney & Shauna Holiman 
Gael Hammer 
Jane-Howard Hammerstein 
Joseph J. Hanggi, Jr. 
Diana Hardee 
Teresa Hargrave & Tony Daloisio 
Ivy & Ted Harrington 
Rita & Gus Hauser 
Jean Hazelton 
Eileen Hearn 
Anne & John Herrmann 
Bob & Betty Hinckley 
Ken and Josie Hipp 
Scotty and Greg Hoffman 
The Hopkins Inn 
Roger & Daisy Hornecker 
Scott & Whinny Houldin 
Peter & Hilary Houldin 
Bill & Nancy Houldin 



Steep Rock Members 2007�2008, cont. 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hunicke 
Charles Hunker 
Kitty & Rick Hunt 
Dennis Hussey 
Pam & Mike Jackson 
Joanne Jacobson 
Drs. Ruth & Robert Jaffe 
Elliot & Roslyn Jaffe 
Josephine Johnson 
Eliot and Stephanie Johnson 
Ron & Joan Jones 
Peg Jones 
Yolanda Joseph 
Sheila Josephson 
Liz & Buddy Kay 
Susan Kelly 
Jim & Joanne Kelly 
Ann Khouri & Leonard Bass 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Kiiffner 
Lee Kilbrith 
Karen Lavine & Donald Kilpatrick  
Caroline Kilpatrick 
Louise W. King 
Charles Kinney 
Erika Leigh Klauer 
Stewart E. & Leila Larsen Klein 
Catherine Klema & David Resnick 
Kris Knoernschild & Mark Murzin 
Mark Krentzman & Caroline Vanderlip 
Susann Kelly Kurz 
Charles & Judy LaMuniere 
Frederic & Dominque Laffont 
Miss Tillie Page Laird 
Dean Lapadula and Alison Melahn 
Nancy Lasar, West Wind Studio 
Nancy M. Lauriat 
Dan & Kathy Leab 
Molly Leach & Lane Smith 
Ann Leary 
Virginia Lee & Robin Grossman  
Judith and Jerry Lerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Lewinter 
Gregory Ligelis 
John & Leslie Lintner 
Richard Lipsett 
Connie & Larry Littlefield 
Michael & Jill Lloyd 
Ann & Michael Loeb 
Bonnell & Rosemarie Lombardi 
Dan & Cynthia Lufkin 

Robert A. MacDonald 
Phillip & Anne MacFarland 
Paula & Eric Madoff 
Bob and Mallie Mandel 
Ron & Linda Mandle 
John & Ingrid Manning 
Ecton & Betsy Manning 
Anthony & Beverly Manzi 
Pete & Laureen Marcucio 
Phil & Susan Markert 
John A. Marsh 
Henry R. Martin 
Val Materne 
Edwin & Patricia Matthews 
Harold & Lynne Rhodes Mayer 
Robert S. Mazzawy 
Michael & Sidney McCullers 
Dr. William H. McDonald 
Annette McDonald 
Linda McGarr 
Sharon Wyant McGuire 
Elsie & Bill McTiernan 
Cornelia & James Mead 
Mercedes Mestre & Peter Bonachea 
Harold A. Meyer, Jr. 
Danny and Audrey Meyer 
Georgianna L. Middlebrook 
Dwight D. Miller 
Nancy Anne Miller 
Edwina & John Millington 
Phyllis J. Mills 
Jennifer & Neil Mitchell 
Cynthia & Tom Mitchell 
John & Amy Moisan 
Brian P. Molloy & John C. Roettger 
Prudence  Montrezza 
Beverly & Woody Mosch 
Egbert Most & Regina Badura 
Mr & Mrs. John Mullen 
Robert Lee Muller 
The Mulvehill Family-Lake 
Waramaug 
Mr. & Mrs. George Murdock 
Ruth B. Murphy 
C. J. Muse & Ashley Goodale 
Matthew Muszala & Emma Tillinger   
Milton & Joan Myers 
J. Stephanie Nam 
Ramzi and Suzanne Nassar 
Margaret and Richard Neimeth 
Stan & Carol Nelson 

Gail & Eric Nelson 
Marjorie G. Neuwirth 
Colleen & Alan Newman 
John C. Novogrod 
Joseph  O'Connor 
Laura & Andrew Obbard 
Robert & Margaritte O'Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. J. O'Brien 
Conan & Liza O'Brien 
Patricia O'Conner & Stewart Keller-
man 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Tom O'Connor 
Andrew & Rachel O'Hazo 
Robert & Katherine Webster O'Keefe  
Donald & Lillian Olmstead 
Bob & Doreen Orciari 
Diego Orlanski & Susan Levitt 
David Owen & Ann Hodgman 
Alice & Don Page 
Steven J. Paggioli 
Elizabeth S. Paisley 
Bob & Sandy Papsin 
Paris Chocolates, Inc. 
Peter & Denise Pasch 
Susan & John Payne 
Sally G. Paynter 
Sarah & Phil Payson 
Ursula S. Pearson 
Kirsten M. Peckerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Pennell, III 
Edward Pennington & Laura Nafis 
Loc & Jennifer Phillips 
Eugene A. Pinover & Diana Elzey 
Stephen & Linda Z. Piscuskas 
William & Judith Platt 
Priscilla Manning Porter 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Potter 
John M. & Anne P. Potter 
Laverne Prager 
Hector Prud'Homme 
Alec & Drika Purves 
Jayson C. Quist 
Mr. & Mrs. John Quist 
The Raymunt Family 
Shellie Reade 
Ray & Sue Reich 
Madeline Revere 
Sally & David Reynolds 
Robert J. & Virginia V. Reynolds 
Marko Reznosiuk 
Hal Rhodes 

Tom & Beth Rickart 
Ronnie Ringel 
George P. Roberts 
Adelaide C. Roberts 
Polly Roberts 
Barbara Paul & Charles Raskob Robin-
son 
Mr. & Mrs. James Rosato 
Robert & Nancy Ross 
Gaila & Peter Rossiter 
Thomas W. Rossiter 
Jane & Emery Roth, II 
Sharon & Mark Ruchman 
Rumsey Hall School 
Mary & Arthur Sachs 
Robert Sandine 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sandler 
John & Carol Santorleri 
Christian & Amanda Sauer 
Regine Laverge Schade 
George E. Schoellkopf 
Susan Schulman Literary Agency 
The Scribner Family 
Patricia & Richard Sears 
Gregory & Wendy Seeley 
Elizabeth Seideman 
Lee Seidler 
Joanna & Bill Seitz 
Carolyn Setlow & Andrew Shapiro 
Mrs. E.W. Settle 
Andy Shapiro in Memory of Judith Ste-
vens 
Alan Shayne & Norman Sunshine 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Shea 
Sarah A. Shepard 
Daniel D. Sherr & Margaret M. Ferguson 
Gary & Alberta Shields 
Mark Showalter 
Vicki Silver 
Isabel R. Simonds 
Scott R. Singer 
Robert & Helen Smith 
Barbara Smith 
Christopher & Marlene Smith 
Tyler & Averil Smith 
William H. Smith 
Betty and Randy Snook 
Stephen G. Solley 
Pamela & Nicholas Solley 
Mitchell & Randi  Solomon 
Olaf Soltau 
Richard Sonder & Susan Monserud 



Steep Rock Members  
2007�2008, cont. 

Six Conservation Easements  
Protect 221 acres. 

Contributions Were Made  
in Memory Of 

What is it? Two trees? One branch? Is the photo upside down? 
Trustee Peary Stafford took this photo  
in Steep Rock, along the railroad bed. 

   Steep Rock accepted Conservation Easements on 
more than 221 acres of land in 2007. By preserving 
parts of their land in perpetuity, the following         
individuals helped us fulfill our mission of protecting 
the natural resources of our town. 

Linc Cornell 
Ron Garfunkel & Sandra Breakstone 

Sherwin Goldman 
Erica Klauer 

Cynthia and Dan Lufkin 
Eliza Paolucci 

Mrs. Caroline Sorell 
Peary & B.K. Stafford 
Mark G. Stansberry 
Mr. & Mrs. William V. Steers 
Nancy R. Steinman 
Marjorie & Michael Stern 
Missy Stevens 
Drew & Rebecca Stichter 
John & Ellen Stiteler 
Mr. & Mrs. John Strawbridge 
Patricia Struglia 
Daniel Sullivan & Michelle Manafy 
Marie Swanson 
Allyn C. Swanson 
Ned & Debbie Swigart 
Barbara & Lou Tabory 
Joan Tait 
Barbara & Peter Talbot 
Natalie & John Thompson 
Karen & Weston Thorn 
Mr. & Mrs. T.N. Tibbatts 
Terry & Wanda Tiernan 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward E. Tierney 
Tim Tierney  
Darryll & JoAnne Toth 
Chick Treadway 
Genevieve P. Tripp 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Troup 
Boy Scout Troup 52 
Susan & Richard Ulin 
Robert & Suzanne Ullram 
Ray & Carol Underwood 
Hiram Upson 
Douglas & Jennifer Urquhart 
Lee & Cynthia King Vance 
Bill & Melinda vanden Heuvel 
Dolores Vecchiarelli 
Gene R. Verrastro 
Martha Elizabeth Versnick 
Van W. Vogel 
Margaret von Gal 
Ann & Richard von Hoorn 
Burnley C. Wadsworth 
George & Barbara Walberg 
Mr. & Mrs.Robert S. Walin 

Julia & Carter Walker 
Richard Wanderman 
Carol M. Ward 

Mrs. David C. Warren 

Washington Food Market 
Washington Rod & Gun Club 
Washington Supply Co. 
Jean & John Waterhouse 
Maire Watkins 
Malcolm & Donna Wattman 
Robert Weber 
Natalie Frost Weeks 
Joshua M. Weiner 
Kathie & Peter Weisman 
Patricia A. Welles 
Abby N. Wells & Eduardo Ginocchio 
Katherine Wenning & Michael Dennis 
David & Sue Werkhoven 
Mrs. W. Chattin Wetherill 
William & Kathy Weydig 
Dan Whalen & Cynthia Oneglia 
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund J. White 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin C. Whitehead 
Douglas Williams  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Williams 
Evelyn A. Williams 
Ella H. Williams 
David & Kelly Williams 
Mrs. Sally B. Williams 
Cynthia Williamson 
Dorothy M.S. Wilson 
Barbara & Peter Wodtke 
Robert W. Woodroofe III 
Constance V.T. Worcester 
James Worth 
Billie Worthington 
Harry & Darby Wright 
Cherra Wyllie 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Wynn, Jr. 
Paul & Bonnie Yacknick 
Patti & Tom Yamin 

Christopher Yelding & Daniel Bresnihan 
Kimi Zaima 
Calvin and Mary R. Zinick 
Edward Zumpf 

Paul Dobkin 
Bill Risley 
Judith Stevens 



36er Challenge Finishers 
 Name Sign-up date Finish 

Peary Stafford 7/07 11/07 

BK Stafford 7/07 11/07 

Hillary Criollo 9/07 11/07 

Bill Hopkins 10/07 11/07 

Theo Grayson 10/07 11/07 

Denise Arturi 8/07 12/07 

Peter Arturi 8/07 12/07 

Robert Winkler 1/08 4/08 

Jay Hubelbank 8/07 5/08 

Sandra Sockett 8/07 6/08 

Mitchell Sockett 8/07 6/08 

Richard Wanderman 3/08 6/08 

Loren Kahn 3/08 6/08 

Susan Branson 9/07 9/08 

Michele Rybos 8/07 9/08 

Barbara Damon-Hill 4/08 9/08 

Vincent Belanger 4/08 9/08 

Natalie Dyer 7/07 9/08 

Buffum Dyer 8/07 9/08 

Olaf Soltau 8/07 9/08 

Eagle Project 
   An Eagle project is a community service project 
that the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) requires of 
Eagle Scout candidates. The project must be 
planned, financed, and directed by the candidate. 
   For my Eagle project I wanted to do something 
outdoors. I met with Natalie Dyer, a Steep Rock 
Trustee, and asked her for suggestions. She told me 
the Steep Rock Preserves had a serious invasive 
plant problem they need help with. 
   I decided that this would be a project that I would 
like to take on. The project consisted of cutting down 
the invasive plant called Burning Bush, dragging it 
into piles for animal habitats, and planting some na-
tive plants where the invasive plants used to be. 
Mrs. Dyer helped me with the fundamentals of my 
project. We went to the Macricostas Preserve and 
she showed me where I should start working, what 
invasive plants to look for, and what native plants to 
plant. 
   In addition to paper work required by the BSA, I 
did some research on my own. I looked up the major 
invasive plants that are found in this area: Japanese 
Barberry, Oriental Bittersweet, Garlic Mustard, and 
Burning Bush. These plants were transported a long 
time ago from various places around the world. All of 
them are detrimental because of their aggressive 
characteristics, their ability to adapt easily, and their 
few natural enemies. These invasive plants compete 
for resources with natural plants and usually the in-
vasive plants win, especially in areas where the for-
est has recently been cleared or disturbed. The inva-
sive plants reduce biodiversity. A healthy ecosystem 
has a high biodiversity.  Biodiversity is important be-
cause the different varieties of plant species accom-
modate more species of animals and the forest is 
less susceptible to disease and other stresses. 
 

Eagle Scout Candidate Fights  
Invasives at Macricostas 

Spencer Rust Coordinates Project 

The following article is Spencer�s report to us on his 
Eagle Project 

My project was a total success. I finished what I set 
out to do and a little more. We mostly went after 
Burning Bush but we cut a lot of Japanese Barberry 
and Oriental Bittersweet also. We put roughly 75 
man hours into destroying all those invasive plants. 
There are still many invasive plants that we didn�t 
have time to cut. We only scratched the surface. 
There were places where the Burning Bush canopy 
blocked out most of the light and nothing could grow 
under it. The native shrubs we planted were Spice 
Bush, Winterberry, Mapleleaf vibernum and High 
Bush Blueberry. 
   My project made me see that invasives are a seri-
ous problem that needs to be dealt with. It isn�t easy 
to get rid of the invasive plants, but it is a battle we 
need to keep fighting. 

20 (19 humans, one dog) Finish  
The Steep Rock Challenge 



Several small land trusts from the northwest 
corner of the state have been meeting at the Steep 
Rock Association office, in Washington Depot, to 
share their ideas, information, experiences and con-
cerns.  The Steep Rock Association is the land trust 
of the town of Washington, and the largest organiza-
tion in the group, with a staff of three.  Some of the 
other land trusts have regular help from consultants, 
but no employees, and many are all volunteer or-
ganizations.   

The group has a wide variety of perspec-
tives, from an organization that is just starting up to 
one of the state�s oldest land trusts. Participating 
land trusts are Bethlehem Land Trust, Cornwall Con-
servation Trust, Goshen Land Trust, Litchfield Land 
Trust, Morris Land Trust, Norfolk Land Trust, Naromi 
Land Trust (Sherman), Steep Rock Association 
(Washington), and the Warren Land Trust.   

Susan Branson, Steep Rock�s Executive Di-
rector, said, �I convened the group because I 
thought we should all get to know each other. After 
all, we work to accomplish the same goals � preser-
vation and care of the land around us - in the same 
area of the state, and many of us did not know each 
other before these meetings. I call our get-togethers 
the SALT talks (Small Area Land Trusts). Meeting in 
a small group, sitting around a table drinking coffee 
and eating locally made donuts, provides a relaxed 
atmosphere and offers a comfortable format that en-
courages everyone to participate.�  

Conversations at the first two meetings cov-
ered a wide variety of topics, including stewardship, 
land acquisition, IRS and board issues, to name a 
few. The group is very enthusiastic about the meet-
ings and has decided to meet four times a year.  
Next time they get together, the group will discuss 
conservation easements and the host of issues they 
entail.  

Reprinted from the July issues of CLCC�s enews. 

Northwest Corner Land 
Trusts Convene 

   Our friend and Steep Rock member Beth Schiffer 
took the pictures at right. She walks in Hidden Valley 
almost every day and noticed the nest in a crevice 
on the side of the trail.  
   We�re not sure what species they are. Anyone 
care to quess? 

Nesting  In Hidden Valley 



 
 
 
   Steep Rock Association 
   PO Box 279 
   Washington Depot, CT 06794 
                                                       
 

 
 
 
                                                 Postal Patron or Boxholder 
 
 
 
 
VISTA is printed on recycled paper 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit #11 

Washington Depot 
CT 06794 

 
Steep Rock Association 

Telephone 860-868-9131  FAX 860-868-5034 
www.steeprockassoc.org 

FOUNDER 
Ehrick K. Rossiter 

TRUSTEES 
Ed White, President 

Sheila M. Anson, Secretary 
Peter Houldin, Treasurer 

John A Herrmann, Jr., Chairman of the Board 
 Lars Andersson                                                      Mark Averill 
 Randy Bernard                                                      Manny Clark                 
William Coleman                                                  Jane A. Conn                 
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   When the weather forecast on Friday morning was 
still for wind and three to five inches of rain likely on  
Saturday followed by lingering showers on Sunday, 
the picnic Committee had to make the tough deci-
sion to cancel the picnic. 
   As far as anyone can remember, it was the first 
time this has ever happened. Many remember cold 
damp days, and even some showers during the 
event.      
   When asked to comment, Honorary Trustee Bob 
deCourcy said �there have been years when  
hurricanes were in the area, but they [the hurri-
canes] were thoughtful enough to turn out to sea 

Tropical Storm Hanna Causes 
2008 Picnic Cancellation 

Near the Stephen C. Reich Bridge, August 2008 


